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Notes from the Directors

Amid ongoing global uncertainty, the international
landscape that once shaped our students’ futures now
presents new and unprecedented challenges. As a
result, the skills and knowledge required to navigate this
evolving world are becoming increasingly complex and
= unpredictable.

In times like these, we are especially grateful for our
strong international partnerships and allies in education.

Together, we are working diligently to ensure our
students receive a comprehensive and globally relevant medical education—one that
equips them with the cross-cultural understanding essential for success in an
interconnected and uncertain healthcare environment.

This spring, twenty Weill Cornell students from the Class of 2025 completed clinical
electives abroad at ten of our international partner sites. At the Spring 2025
International Fellows Reception, they shared their diverse experiences, reflecting on
both the challenges and rewards of their time overseas. Their insights into different
healthcare systems and patient populations underscored similarities and contrasts with
their experiences in New York and reinforced the vital importance of cultural
competency in medical practice.

We are deeply thankful for the generosity of our donors.
Their steadfast support of global medical education
positions our students to become true global citizens
and future leaders in medicine. Most importantly, it is
donor support that makes these transformative
learning experiences possible—enabling students to
gain invaluable perspectives through international
rotations and research.

Wishing you a safe and healthy rest of the summer!

Laura & Radhika
Co-Directors, Office of International Medical Student Education

Laura Greisman, MD, DTM&H Radhika Sundararajan, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine Associate Professor of Medicine
Dept. of Medicine, Section of Hospital Medicine  Dept. of Emergency Medicine & Center for Global Health



Global Health Grand Rounds

This past spring, IMSE was honored to host Dr. R. Kelly
Kohler, Assistant Professor of Social and Behavioral
Sciences at the Rutgers Cancer Institute and the Rutgers
School of Public Health, as part of its Global Health Grand
Rounds series. Her insightful talk, "Improving Breast
Cancer Care in sub-Saharan Africa. examples from
Malawi, Tanzania & Botswana," explored the multifaceted
challenges and pathways to improving cancer care across
the continent. Dr. Kohler underscored the importance of a
multilevel and culturally appropriate approach to
diagnosis, integrating this within the broader context of
cancer care, the reduction of cancer stigma, and the development of effective breast
cancer care pathways.

Dr. Kohler also highlighted that there is a dramatic rise in breast cancer mortality rates
across Africa, contrasting this with figures from high-income countries. This disparity
underscored the need for strengthening health systems as well as targeted
interventions. Her insights shed light on both realities and the actionable strategies for
making improvements in breast cancer care across Malawi, Tanzania, and Botswana,
offering valuable lessons for the broader region.

IMSE's Global Health Grand Rounds are held via ZOOM and are offered for 1 AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit(s)™. Please visit the events page on IMSE's website for upcoming
lectures and links to permitted recorded lectures.




Global Health Curriculum

Under the guidance of WCM mentors and assigned mentors from our
partner institutions, four rising second-year students traveled to
Pakistan and Tanzania to complete projects this summer.

Looking ahead to Spring 2026, approximately 30% of the Class of
2026 applied for an international clinical elective. These students are
eager to gain direct insight into what it takes to provide quality
healthcare in different health care systems around the world. One
applicant stated that "[The] .. firsthand exposure to the cultural
context, principal challenges, and diverse local solutions within clinical
medicine ... [will] foster my ability to care for .. patients—both in the B
U.S. and abroad." S

I

# Nine first-year medical students recently completed the
& Introduction to Global/Local Health Equity course. This course is
offered as an optional program by the Office of International
Medical Student Education, and it runs in parallel to the MS1 Spring
Clinical Skills Preceptorship.

This course emphasizes how inequitable health care access drives
health disparities among patients in New York City. Through
weekly guided readings, students explore the social and structural
determinants of health within New York City's diverse patient
population. This introduction to health equity happens before students begin their clinical rotations,
serving as a valuable precursor to their required fourth-year Health Policy course. One student
reflected that it is "that broad exposure and self-paced nature of the course allowed me the
flexibility to learn about the material around the other requirements of medical school".

During the course-end reflection session, students opened up about their increased awareness and
sensitivity to the social determinants of health and how to spot their impacts in realworld
situations. One student even had a powerful realization as to "..just how close to home we can make
a global impact, in addition to looking for ways | can make an impact, even as a medical student."
For many, this session was an "awakening moment," especially when it came to figuring out how to
manage care for the diverse populations in New York. In addition, students talked about concrete
ways to make a difference by engaging with available resources such as clinics for the homeless or
deploying mobile vaccination initiatives.

Special thanks to our hospital medicine faculty member Dr. Amanda Ramsdell and to senior internal
medicine resident, Dr. Gaia Linfield, for helping to facilitate the reflection session at the courses end!



Spring 2025

International Fellows Reception

Thanks to the ongoing generosity of our donors, the Office of International Medical Student
Education supported twenty students for international clinical electives this Spring 2025. These
students gained invaluable experience abroad at partner sites in diverse locations, including
Australia, Austria, Brazil, France, Qatar, Singapore, Spain, Taiwan, Tanzania, and Thailand. Upon
their return, these students presented posters at the Spring International Fellows Reception.
Their presentations highlighted their clinical experiences and what they learned about
healthcare delivery in international settings. We also appreciate Kristin Riley (Class of 2025 and
future OB-GYN resident at WCM/NYP) sharing her remarks about the impact of the WCM Global
Health curriculum and mentorship throughout her medical school journey.

Name

Zi-Ning Choo

International Clinical Elective

Austria: Max Kade Foundation

Supported by

The Kean Endowment fund and the American Austrian
Max Kade Foundation

Residency match

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Name

Chase Alston

International Clinical Elective

Austria: Max Kade Foundation

Supported by

The Kean Endowment fund and the American Austrian

Residency match

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania

Name

Chloe Boehm

International Clinical Elective

Austria: Max Kade Foundation

Supported by

The Kean Endowment fund and the American Austrian
Max Kade Foundation

Residency match

NYP-Weill Cornell

Name

Emily Cohen

International Clinical Elective

Spain: Universidad Francisco de Vitoria

Supported by

The Barbara Slifka International Fellows Fund

Residency match

University of Colorado Denver




Spring 2025

International Fellows Reception

Name

Margaret Victoria Darko

International Clinical Elective

Tanzania: Kilimanjaro Christian medical College (KCMC)

Supported by

Dr. Milton B. Rosenbluth fund

Residency match

NYP-Columbia

Name

Lisa Gebien

International Clinical Elective

Tanzania: Kilimanjaro Christian medical College (KCMC)

Supported by

The Dr. Milton B. Rosenbluth fund

Residency match

NYP Columbia/Cornell

Name Hajirah Gumanneh
International Clinical Elective |Qatar: WCM-Q
Supported by WCM-Q

Residency match

Emory University

Name Marissa Michael
International Clinical Elective Qatar: WCM-Q
Supported by WCM-Q

Residency match

NYP-Weill Cornell Medicine

Name

Erica Nagase

International Clinical Elective

Taiwan: National Taiwan University College of Medicine

Supported by

The Bryant Barnard fund

Residency match

Brigham & Women's Hospital




Spring 2025

International Fellows Reception

Name

Mia Pattillo

International Clinical Elective

Thailand: Chulalongkorn University Faculty of Medicine

Supported by

The Sonam and Daniel Rosberger Fund

Residency match

University of California, Los Angeles

Name

Damon Rideaux

International Clinical Elective

Brazil: UNESP School of Medicine

Supported by

The Lynford Family fund

Residency match

University of Miami/Jackson Health

Name

Kristen Riley

International Clinical Elective

Tanzania: Kilimanjaro Christian medical College (KCMC)

Supported by

The WCM Alumni Association

Residency match

NYP-Weill Cornell

Name

Karolina Sadowska

International Clinical Elective

Australia: University of Sydney Medical College

Supported by

The Joan M. May Scholarship fund

Residency match

Duke University

Name

Shakirah Ssebyala

International Clinical Elective

Tanzania: Kilimanjaro Christian medical College (KCMC)

Supported by

The Blankenship Family Endowed Fellowship Fund

Residency match

Yale New Haven Hospital




Spring 2025

International Fellows Reception

Name

Jennifer Sugijanto

International Clinical Elective

Singapore: Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine

Supported by

Lorraine and Ralph Lubin fund

Residency match

UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital of Oakland

Name

Embree Thompson

International Clinical Elective

France: American Hospital in Paris

Supported by

Barbara Slifka fund

Residency match NYP Columbia
Name Rajbir Toor
International Clinical Elective Qatar: WCM-Q
Supported by WCM-Q
Residency match NYP-Columbia
Name Kyle Wierzbicki

International Clinical Elective

France: American Hospital in Paris

Supported by

Barbara Slifka Fund

Residency match

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia

Name

Samuel Williams

International Clinical Elective

Thailand: Chulalongkorn University Faculty of Medicine

Supported by

University of California San Diego

Residency match

Lynford Family fund




Spring 2025

International Fellows Reception

Name Alexandria Yap

International Clinical Elective | Spain: Universidad Francisco de Vitoria

Supported by The Lorraine and Ralph Lubin fund

Residency match Montefiore / Albert Einstein School of Medicine

Global Health Distinction

Congratulations to Chase Alston, Chloe Boehm, Sheridan Bowers, Dawn Chirko, Emily
Cohen, Ayo Fashakin, Lisa Gebien, Hajirah Gumanneh, Marissa Michael, Mia Patillo and
Shakirah Ssebyala. These students of the Class of 2025 have been awarded a Global
Health Distinction! This honor recognizes their deep dedication and active participation
in global health initiatives throughout their years at Weill Cornell. The Office of
International Medical Student Education truly values and appreciates the students'
enthusiastic support of our global health program. These individuals consistently
demonstrated remarkabile initiative, leadership, and a sustained commitment to making
a difference in global health.
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Barbara Slifka Global Health

Award

We are delighted to announce that Shakirah Ssebyala, the
Global Health Collective leader and a distinguished member of
the Class of 2025, is the recipient of the 2025 Barbara Slifka
Global Health Award. This esteemed award was established to
honor Barbara Slifka, whose generous support has been
instrumental in our global health education program. Shakiranh,
who will be pursuing Anesthesiology residency training at Yale
New Haven Hospital, is recognized for her exceptional
leadership in global health throughout her medical school
journey. The award also includes a cash prize, further
acknowledging her remarkable contributions.

Shakirah's journey at Weill Cornell has been deeply shaped by
a passion for community health and global equity, a commitment sparked even before
medical school during her year with AmeriCorps. She immediately recognized Weill
Cornell's shared dedication to not just training physicians, but also to advocating for and
immersing themselves in the communities they serve.

Early on, Shakirah's involvement in the student-run clinic and Heart-to-Heart outreach
program fostered a direct connection with the local population, building a vital
understanding of its specific needs. This foundation was quickly broadened by engaging
with the global health curriculum, beginning with a first-year global health seminar
series. A highlight was representing Cornell at the Emory Global Health Case
Competition, where Shakirah applied what she learned from the Introduction to Global
Health Seminar Series to propose real-world, population-level solutions to global health
challenges.

A summer research opportunity further cemented Shakirah's dedication to health
equity. Through the CARET37 program, she explored barriers to psychosocial care for
metastatic breast cancer patients in NYC, underscoring the critical need for
patient-centered approaches and deepening her interest in global health.

As the Global Health Collective class leader for the class of 2025, Shakirah actively
expanded student engagement in global health through seminars, journal clubs, and
other global health activities. Recognizing the diverse fabric of New York City, along with
other members of the Global Health Collective, Shakirah championed the idea of "global
health locally," creating resources to help peers find meaningful opportunities within
their own community.



Barbara Slifka Global Health

This role illuminated the power of mentorship
and collaboration in strengthening collective
impact on global health issues.

This past spring, supported by the Blankenship
Family Endowed Fellowship Fund, Shakirah
completed a six-week elective at the
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center in
Tanzania. She stated that "this experience
offered a profound lesson: empathy and
cultural humility are the very heart of good
medicine. Witnessing local teams deliver
compassionate care with limited resources
powerfully reinforced that true quality in
healthcare lies in human connection and
community trust, emphasizing the importance
of centering community needs in all global
health efforts."

Throughout Shakirah's time at Weill Cornell,
each experience—from local community
outreach in New York City to immersive clinical
learning in Tanzania—has profoundly shaped
her understanding of what it means to serve
with compassion, cultural humility, and an
unwavering commitment to equity. These
foundational lessons will undoubtedly guide
Shakirah's future career, dedicated to bridging
gaps in care and amplifying the voices of the
communities they serve.

Our heartfelt congratulations go to Shakirah
Ssebyala, and immense gratitude to Ms. Slifka
for her unwavering generosity and support
over the years.




Visiting International Student
Program

The Visiting International Students Program at Weill Cornell Medicine (WCM) offers a
remarkable opportunity for international medical students to experience the
world-class medical care provided at Weill Cornell and its affiliated hospitals, including
the Hospital for Special Surgery. The program is incredibly competitive, drawing
immense interest from around the world. For the 2024-2025 academic year, out of the
495 students who applied, 108 were selected for an elective opportunity. Applications
are reviewed on a rolling basis, ensuring that the most exceptional candidates are
chosen to participate in this prestigious program. A unique feature of our program is the
bidirectional student exchange coordinated by the IMSE Office. Through partnerships
with 34 international institutions, Weill Cornell students can participate in clinical
electives abroad. In return, we host visiting international medical students from these
partner sites for clinical electives at Weill Cornell and its NewYork-Presbyterian
affiliates. Members of the Weill Cornell student government initiated a formal program
to welcome visiting international medical students upon their arrival for a visiting clinical
elective. This partnership helps ease visiting students into life in NYC and provides an
additional layer of support, helping them integrate into the larger WCM student
community for the duration of their elective, and beyond!




Visiting International Student

Highlights

Anveshak, a final-year medical student at Hassan Institute of Medical
Sciences in Hassan, India, rotated at Weill Cornell in April 2025. Anveshak
rotated in the Advanced Clinical Elective Medicine at Brooklyn Methodist.
Here is what he had to say about his rotation:

"Working alongside global leaders at Weill Cornell Medicine proved to be J#
a transformative experience. | fully immersed myself as an active team '@
member, assisting in procedures and specialized examinations,
participating in educational lectures and discussions, and continuously §
honing my craft. Being entrusted with direct patient care responsibilities 8
instilled a deep sense of responsibility and reinforced the importance of §
interdisciplinary teamwork. This elective broadened my perspective on managing complex cases in
a diverse patient population in a more nuanced, patient-centered approach to healthcare. It
strengthened my core competencies, which | continue to cultivate as | move forward in my medical
career.

The supportive environment created by my team and the hospital staff made this one of the most
rewarding experiences of my journey. | am sincerely grateful to the IMSE staff for this unforgettable
opportunity. It was a true privilege to rotate at WCM. Thank you."

Emilia Valdivieso-Andrade, a final-year medical student at Universidad
San Francisco de Quito in Ecuador, rotated at Weill Cornell in
December 2025. Emilia rotated in a Pediatric Endocrinology elective at
Weill Cornell-NYP. Here is what she had to say about her time at Weill
Cornell.

“From day one, | was warmly welcomed by the team, whose kindness
and dedication to teaching created an inspiring learning environment.
This rotation deepened my passion for Pediatrics and sparked a keen
interest in Endocrinology, which | hope to pursue further, potentially as
a fellowship.

| gained invaluable insights into holistic care and the importance of
teamwork in managing complex conditions like diabetes, obesity, and congenital adrenal
hyperplasia. Witnessing the collaboration required to provide patient-centered care was truly
impactful.

| am also grateful for the friendships | formed with the staff and students both from Weill Cornell
and other universities around the world. This added a meaningful personal dimension to my
experience. The rotation at Weill Cornell was a unique opportunity that combined cultural exchange,
professional growth, and valuable learning. It was indeed an incredibly enriching experience. | left
with immense gratitude and a desire to return to Cornell and New York sometime in the future.
Thank you to everyone who made this experience a memorable one”
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Weill Cornell Medicine
Office of International Medical Student Education
1300 York Avenue
New York, NY 10065

Under the leadership of the department of Medical Education of Weill Cornell Medicine
College, The Office of International Medical Student Education (IMSE) oversees global
health education for WCM students and visiting International medical students at
WCM.

Laura Greisman, MD, DTM&H

Radhika Sundararajan, MD, PhD
Savita Birbal, MA

X

Follow us @WeillCornellGH
Click here to visit us on the web



https://international.weill.cornell.edu/weill-cornell-students

